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The Raedwald Trust drama curriculum is derived from objectives given in the secondary national
curriculum for spoken English. Key skills have been identified and progression mapped through key
stage 3 with the view that students may have some prior learning from their previous school at
primary and/or secondary level when they arrive at Parkside KS3 and will revisit gaps and build skills
towards progression at KS4.

The subject is delivered through units which enable students to build on a wide range of drama skills.
The focus of assessment are the key skills of listening, oracy, evaluation, group work and character
development.

The purpose of the study of drama is to develop our students into confident communicators who are
given the opportunity to use their creativity to express their own feelings as well as those of others
through a range of plays, improvisations and drama skills. The focus on the five areas of listening,
oracy, evaluation, group work and character development is to support the progression of students in
an AP setting who may need the opportunity to develop these skills due to lack of confidence and
development interruptions during early childhood, for example not all of our students will have
experienced roleplay as a young child.

The fundamental areas in our drama curriculum are;
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Objectives have been selected from the national curriculum for spoken language from key stage 3.
Most objectives have been included as they are relevant to the content of drama lessons within the
trust, only two objectives have not been included which are related to debate and will be included
within the curriculum policy for debate.

The objectives from these fundamental areas have been split into units to ensure coverage through
the 19 week programme at KS3. The skills of oracy, listening, group work, character development and
evaluation are taught though a range of topics and texts which support the wider curriculum. At key
stage 4, students will be studying at their home school and may choose to continue drama at GCSE
level.

Autumn Spring Summer

KS3 Group work skills Oracy Character
Listening taught | Evaluative skills: taught | development: taught
through the following | through the following | through the following
units: units: units:
Haunted house A Christmas Carol Holes
Melodrama Macbeth

At key stage 3 teachers will assess units taught through the use of knows and dos for each session.
These will be rag rated by students and teachers which will support identification of pupil need and
success. Teacher assessment from each session and used to inform future planning. Gaps in learning
and misconceptions will be addressed rapidly.

Through drama students will develop their confidence, communication and collaborative [majskills.
They will develop the ability to think quickly on their feet and use their imagination and creativity to
develop the ideas of their group. Drama will build their knowledge of subjects across the curriculum;
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particularly English, History and PSHE. Drama supports the delivery of cultural capital through students
exploring a wide range of literature as well as theatre visits and workshops delivered by theatre
practitioners. Reading is a core part of this subject; sight reading and interpreting a play text are
building blocks towards developing performance. Students will explore range of material from Holes
to Shakespeare. Through the drama curriculum students will explore characters from different
backgrounds with a range of beliefs, supporting the British values of tolerance and respect. Drama
plays an important role in preparing students for the wider world of work through building confidence,
enhancing skills to work with others and thinking imaginatively as well as critically.



