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Raedwald Academy Trust - Readers for Life Curriculum 

 

Introduction 

 

Our Key Stage 3 English programme of study for the NSM Pathway has its origins in the 

National Curriculum.  It reflects our commitment to providing those students temporarily 

placed within our Alternative Provision with sufficient opportunity to access a curriculum to 

support and complement that experienced by their peers in mainstream education. Fluency 

in the English language is an essential foundation for success in all subjects and as such is 

prioritised in our curriculum  

  

We know: 

• Over 1 in 4 pupils moved to secondary school having not met the expected standard 

of the test. This carries implications for their learning both in English and more widely 

across the secondary curriculum 
• Pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds nationally achieve less well than their peers. 

• Knowledge of language underpins progression and therefore the aim of improving 

reading comprehension becomes possible partly through acquiring and deepening 

vocabulary. 

• Taking into consideration the nature of our provision this is exceptionally important to 

avoid the “Matthew effect” (word gap). 
 

At Key stage 3 reading:  

• Language is an indicator of wellbeing 

• Provides pupils with access to the curriculum 

• Engages them with the wider world 
• Promotes aspirations and beliefs for every young person 

• Empowers peers and adults 

 

The Readers for Life Reading programme is a bespoke, daily reading curriculum (x 30 

minutes) which supports excellent progress and ensures a diverse and aspirational diet of 

reading experiences. The curriculum is built around a KS3 - KS4 Literature Spine centred 

around diversity, what is relevant to the pupils to support their understanding of the world 

around them, developing social and emotional literacy and beginning to build their cultural 

capital. It is a range of texts that will provoke feelings, thought, discussion, debate and 

questions. Built around some of the core texts are high-quality non-fiction extracts to offer 

further breadth and opportunities to build disciplinary literacy. has been mapped out against 

key themes and areas. These include:  
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• Inspirational figures; Celebrating diversity; Environmental responsibility; Historical issues; 

Joyful literary experience; Poetry; Female presentation; Current Issues 

 
• These books have been chosen to be both a window and a mirror. Looking out and 

building contextual knowledge to promote engagement in/of the wider world. As a 

mirror, seeing themselves reflected in some of texts  

 

Through our reading curriculum we intend to promote a love of reading by encouraging a 

passion for reading, writing and speaking. We aim to broaden students’ minds; to enable 

them to fulfil their right to become culturally, emotionally, socially and spiritually intelligent 

members of society.   

 

 
The programme includes a series of modular Reading units which can be built together as a 

full offer to match the pathway that pupils are on. The content and pedagogy are built on a 

strong evidence basis. 

 

Pupils will understand and use the conventions of presentation, debate and discussion so 

they can become competent speakers and listeners. Through discussion and debate, 

speaking and listening objectives are specifically targeted:  

 

•    To speak confidently and effectively, including through: 

✓ using Standard English confidently in a range of formal and informal contexts, including 

classroom discussion 
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Content and sequencing 

 

A thematic and concentric approach is used. Due to rolling pupil enrolment, the concentric 

nature of study ensures that all students have an opportunity to access the knowledge and 

skills necessary to be successful readers no matter what their point of entry. All lessons follow 

the same structure and include a focus on vocabulary and a reading fluency activity.  

 
 

We explicitly teach reading skills through a clear structure and sequence to learning that 

focuses on vocabulary, fluency and comprehension strategies.  

 

• Each lesson starts with a dive into vocabulary, either one or two words that support 

pupils to understand the lesson.  

• This is followed by reading, a range of strategies are used here such, as; reading out 

loud, paired reading, expert reading etc  

• We then model explicit reading retrieval or inference skills, followed by scaffolded 

opportunities to practice and review their progress in each lesson. 

• Each lesson is then reviewed by the pupil and staff in terms of the level of confidence 

against again the know and do (learning objectives) 

  
Our explicit direct instruction (EDI) framework is based on evidence-based research such as 

Dylan Williams and Rosenhine, which can be seen in this structure. Careful consideration has 

been given to the sequence of learning and lessons. We have clear structure to supporting 

pupils struggling readers. with fluency, decoding and comprehension. 

 

SEND – supporting struggling readers 

 

• Scaffolding opportunities for every lesson 

• Decoding support will be in addition to their daily reading lesson 

• Careful consideration has been given to reduce cognitive load 

• Revisit and repetition build confidence and familiarity 
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Assessment and outcomes 

 

On induction we work closely with mainstream settings to identify starting points and any 

specific strengths or difficulties. We additionally assess a child’s reading; through reading 

ages and baselines assessments, such as a fluency check and reading assessment, which 

identifies any gaps in knowledge or skills.  

Teachers will assess daily learning objectives taught through a RAG rating system which will 

measure progress over time. Assessment is used to inform future planning and teaching. 

Pupils who may require extra support are identified quickly. Pupils self-assess each lesson, 

against the objective, to enable them to develop an understanding of their own knowledge 

progression.  

• Red – accessed but not secure 
• Yellow – working towards 
• Green – secure 

Due to the spiral curriculum model of the reading curriculum, we can understand their 

knowledge of language, their ability to use and demonstrate the processes used for 

understanding such as decoding, retrieval, inference and therefore comprehension and their 

ability to understand and engage with this text and wider texts in their sessions and support 

them to make progress over time. 
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Reading and the wider curriculum 

 

Students are supported, encouraged and shown that they can - and are expected to -

 succeed.  Ideas about fairness and equality will be discussed through many of the texts, 

inspiring students to think about their own rights, responsibilities and values as members of 

society.  

 

The overarching vision for reading across the trust at Key Stage 3 is to promote high 

standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with effective reading skills to assist in 

all aspects of their lives, including further education, training and employment.  We also 

intend students to finish Key Stage 3 with a strong command of the spoken and written 

language, so they become effective communicators in the wider world. 

 

We promote a culture of reading across our school and in our community through:  

 

• Reading celebration days 
• Trip and visits to books shops and libraries 

• Careers focus on jobs in publishing; literature; journalism 
• Pupils have access to a wide variety of texts 

• Pupils can select books to borrow 

• Vocabulary focus 
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Through the Readers for Life curriculum, pupils will understand and use the conventions of 
presentation, debate and discussion so they can become competent speakers and listeners. 
Through discussion and debate, speaking and listening objectives are specifically targeted:  
•    To speak confidently and effectively, including through: 

✓ using Standard English confidently in a range of formal and informal contexts, 
including classroom discussion 

 
 


