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Origins of the Curriculum 

 

The Readers for Life curriculum is a bespoke curriculum model that was written for the 

Raedwald Trust to promote oracy and develop vocabulary, fluency and comprehension. 

A key aspect of the curriculum model is for it to be agile so that books are selected based on 

issues/ideas that will engage readers and support their areas of interest.   

 

The Readers for Life Reading programme is a curriculum which supports excellent progress 

and ensures a diverse and aspirational diet of reading experiences. The curriculum is built 

around a literature spine centred around diversity, that is relevant to the pupils to support 

their understanding of the world around them, developing social and emotional literacy 

whilst building cultural capital, acting as both a mirror and a window to themselves and 

others that they might not otherwise experience. There are a range of texts that will provoke 

feelings, thought, discussion, debate and questions.  

 

Content and Sequencing 

 

The Key Stage 4 literature spine is organised thematically (see below) which allows staff to 

select books and explore relevant issues to individuals or groups of pupils/students.   

 

Research and evidence shows that fluency can be a significant barrier to pupils/students 

future opportunities, the HfL research was pivotal in informing the design of this curriculum as 

well as cognitive science, such as Rosenshine’s explicit instruction and Fiorella and Mayer’s 

work on task design so that there is plenty of opportunities for pupils/students to revisit so that 

pupils/students become familiar with the routines and oracy tasks built within the curriculum. 

Within planning, scaffolding and challenge opportunities are identified to support the 

delivery of lessons. 

 

The fundamental areas in the Readers for Life curriculum are;    

• Explicit vocabulary instruction 

• Fluency to develop prosody 

• Comprehension 

The structure of a lesson is as follows: 
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Thematic literature Spine (KS2 – KS4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment and Outcomes 

 

All students joining Parkside Academy will carry out a reading interview and reading fluency 

check to assess the key skills of reading – decoding, comprehension and fluency - as part of 

induction.  Additional reading intervention may be put into place to support the needs of 

individual students identified through induction.  Staff can also use texts from the reading 

spines of lower key stages as appropriate to the needs of individual students.  Formative 

assessment will then be completed on an ongoing basis to inform practice and to identify 

any further fluency and comprehension difficulties that may otherwise have not been 

identified via the induction.   

 

Reading and the Wider Curriculum 

 

Reading and the wider curriculum are intrinsically linked. Strong reading skills are essential for 

accessing and understanding information across all subjects, while the broader curriculum 

provides opportunities to develop and apply reading skills in diverse contexts. The Readers for 

Life curriculum fosters deeper learning, broader vocabulary, and hopefully a love of 

reading. It therefore supports students with making a successful transition to adulthood, 

equipping them to be able to successfully access and analyse written information in real-life 

contexts. 

Key: Inspirational figures; Celebrating diversity; Environmental responsibility; Historical 

issues; Joyful literary experience; Poetry; Female representation; Current issues:  

Seminal British authors and heritage literature from anthologies 


