
  First Base Ipswich Academy – Next Steps Curriculum Overview 
 

Learning Themes 

  Autumn Spring Summer 

  Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

Topic theme Little Chef That’s 

Nonsense  

Our Earth Into the Sky Monsters and 

Wild Things 

Third Time 

Lucky 

Our Local Area Animal Tales  Heroes Transport Being Healthy Journeys 

Focus/starter 

text 

 
 

    
 

  

 
  

 

Exemplar 

Driving 

Question 

Where would 

you run to if 

you were the 

Gingerbread 

man? 

Where would 

you sail to in 

your boat? 

Can you really 

wash a woolly 

mammoth in 

the bath? 

Who are the 

special people 

that care for 

us? 

What would you 

do if you came 

across a wild 

thing? 

How would you 

go about 

crossing a 

divide? 

How would you 

help a stranded 

whale? 

Which animal 

would tell the 

best stories, and 

why? 

How can you 

recognise a hero? 

Why did we 

invent cars and 

trains? 

What do we 

need to grow big 

and strong? 

If you could go 

anywhere in the 

world, where 

would you go and 

why? 

Locality 

Experience 

Bakery Lady Orwell 

river cruise  

Foot ferry 

Ipswich 

Museum  

Pet Shop / 

Kimmie’s  

mobile petting 

zoo 

Church  

Rendlesham 

Forest 

Jimmy’s Farm  Felixstowe Pier 

/ beach 

Colchester zoo Swimming pool – 

Colchester 

Leisure Centre/ 

Felixstowe 

(inflatables) 

Train journey – 

Colne Valley 

Garden centre Community 

Activity: 

TBC 

Reading  Raedwald Trust Readers for Life curriculum 

 

Science  Materials Animals inc. 

Humans 
(Autumn walk) 

Living things and 

their Habitats / 

Seasonal 

Changes 

Plants Animals inc. 

Humans 
Materials 

(Winter walk) 

Living things and 

their Habitats / 

Seasonal 

Changes 

 Plants 
(Spring walk) 

Materials Living things and 

their Habitats / 

Seasonal Changes 

Animals inc. 

Humans  

(Summer walk) 

Plants 
 

History* 

Geography* 
Great Fire of 

London 
Compare UK 

and non-

European 

country 

Stone Age  UK countries, 

cities and seas 
 

Make a map with 

key - Compass 

directions 

Homes through 

time 
Felixstowe Pier Hot and cold 

areas of world – 

equator, poles 

Significant 

individuals 
Transport through 

time 
 

Weather 
 

Continents and 

Oceans 
 

Art* 

D&T* 

Cooking  

  

Moving pictures Drawing Printing Sculpture  Building 

structures  

 Weaving 
 

 Sewing 

 

Painting Mechanisms   Cooking 

 

Collage 

Computing* Computer art Word 

Processing 

Programming; 

toys/Scratch 

Online safety Using the 

internet 

Presentation 

skills 

Repeat previous six units, with progression where a pupil has previously accessed   

PSHC & RE 
(Personal, Social, 

Health and Citizenship 

and Relationships 

Education) 

Family Friendships Hurtful Behaviour Safe Relationships Respect Aspirations Healthy Lifestyle 

 

Mental Health 

 

Ourselves 

 

Keeping Safe 

 

Responsibilities 

 

Money 

 

RE Special People Special Places Special Words & 

Stories 

Special Things in 

Nature 

Special Symbols 

& Objects  

Special Ways of 

Living  

Repeat previous six units, extending to alternate cultures/religions if pupils have previously accessed unit 

Music* Exploring 

sounds 

Exploring 

duration 

Exploring pulse 

& rhythm 

Exploring pitch Exploring 

instruments & 

symbols 

Exploring 

timbre, tempo 

& dynamics 

Repeat previous six units, with progression where a pupil has previously accessed   

 

PE: Off-site 

On-site * 

Gymnastics  

Team games 

Climbing 
Dance 

Swimming 

Movement  

Horse riding 

Team Games 

Athletics 

Dance 

Cycling 
Movement  

Festivals & 

Celebrations 

 Harvest Festival Guy Fawkes 

Diwali 

Christmas 
 

Chinese New 

Year 

Shrove Tues. 
Valentine’s Day 

Holi 
World Book Day 

Easter 
 

  Summer Solstice 
 

End of year 

celebration 

              

• PE subject to change depending on availability of booking  

* Next Steps Pathway only 


