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The Readers for Life Reading programme is a bespoke Reading curriculum which supports excellent progress 

and ensures a diverse and aspirational diet of reading experiences. The curriculum is built around a KS1 

Literature Spine centred around diversity, what is relevant to the pupils to support their understanding of the 

world around them, developing social and emotional literacy and beginning to build their cultural capital. It is 

a range of texts that will provoke feelings, thought, discussion, debate and questions. Built around some of the 

core texts are high-quality non-fiction extracts to offer further breadth and opportunities to build disciplinary 

literacy. The programme includes a series of modular Reading units which can be built together as a full offer 

to match the pathway that pupils are on. The content and pedagogy are built on a strong evidence basis. All 

lessons follow the same structure and include a focus on vocabulary and a reading fluency activity. There is 

also clear scaffolding to support struggling readers. 

Curriculum documents and assessment data will be shared with mainstream settings to enable them to fully 

understand which objectives have been taught during the First Base placement and consequently those they 

remain responsible for delivering. 

Springboard pupils attend First Base for 3 days a week and then 2 days a week. First Base will teach two 

reading lessons each week. In addition, every day that children attend First Base they will read 1:1 with an 

adult to develop reading fluency, pace and stamina. Books read 1:1 are matched to children’s phonic ability 

and sounds they are learning that week. Children take extra texts home to practice applying their phonic 

knowledge and decoding skills. It is the expectation that parents read daily at home with their child and sign 

their reading diary. On their third placement day, pupils will access a reading for pleasure session to support 

the development of enjoyment in reading.  

Throughout the day pupils engage in ‘settling’ and ‘choosing time’ sessions, during this time the book area is 

always available as a choice.  A story speaker is shared between classes, pupils can access this in the book area 

to support engagement with stories and books, particularly for pupils who are not yet able to read 

independently. 

At First Base, pupils will have access to;  

• Daily 1:1 reading with an adult, where books are matched to their phonic ability and current teaching 

• Engaging reading areas containing carefully selected high quality texts, appropriate phonic level texts, 

poetry books, comics, plays, picture books, books relating to the current learning theme and an audio 

story speaker 

• Storytime, sharing specifically selected historical, heritage and cultural texts as well as those that cover 

world issues to build cultural capital 

• Key word display 

• Appropriately pitched texts to support learning across the wider curriculum 

• Opportunity to apply and develop their reading skills across the wider curriculum 



Teachers will assess learning objectives taught through a RAG rating system which will measure progress 

overtime. Assessment is used to inform future planning and teaching. It is shared with mainstream schools to 

allow them to reach a holistic judgement to report on statutory Reading attainment. Gaps in learning and 

misconceptions are addressed rapidly. Pupils self-assess each lesson, against the objective, to enable them to 

develop an understanding of their own knowledge progression. 

All teaching will be adapted to support pupil’s individual needs, according to their starting point. First Base 

Ipswich work closely with mainstream settings during induction to identify starting points and any specific 

strengths or difficulties. Pupils are encouraged during lessons to access challenge cards which provide regular 

opportunities to extend their learning. 
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