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Origins of the Curriculum

The Readers for Life curriculum is a bespoke model developed specifically for the Raedwald Trust to
promote oracy and teach vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension. A defining feature of this curriculum
is its agility; texts are carefully selected to reflect current issues and themes that resonate with
students’ interests, ensuring relevance and engagement.

The Readers for Life reading programme is designed to foster excellent progress and provide a rich,
diverse, and aspirational range of reading experiences. At its core is a literature spine that prioritises
diversity and relevance, helping pupils to better understand the world around them. This approach
nurtures social and emotional literacy, builds cultural capital, and offers students both mirrors to see
themselves and windows into the lives of others. The literature spine is thematically organised,
enabling staff to select texts that are developmentally appropriate and aligned with the needs and
interests of individuals or groups. This thematic structure supports meaningful exploration of
contemporary and timeless issues through literature.

Research highlights that fluency is a critical factor in students’ future success. The curriculum draws on
key educational research, including findings from HfL (formerly Herts for Learning), Rosenshine’s
principles of explicit instruction, and Fiorella and Mayer’s work on cognitive science and task design.
These foundations ensure that students have regular opportunities to revisit and internalise key
routines and oracy tasks. Lesson planning incorporates both scaffolding and challenge to support all
learners effectively.

At Key Stage 4, the curriculum aims to cultivate a deep appreciation for the English language and the
global literary heritage. By inspiring a love of reading, we aim to broaden students’ horizons and
empower them to become culturally aware, emotionally intelligent, socially responsible, and spiritually
reflective individuals. Our curriculum not only prepares students for academic achievement but also
supports their development as articulate, thoughtful members of society who understand and value
the transformative power of language.

Content and Sequencing
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The fundamental areas of our Reading curriculum include explicit vocabulary instruction, reading
fluency, with a particular focus on prosody, and reading comprehension. Learning objectives are
carefully sequenced to ensure the progressive development of these skills, while also incorporating
regular opportunities to revisit and consolidate prior knowledge. This cyclical approach supports long-
term retention and mastery.

The curriculum is structured around a literature-based model, anchored by a thematic literature spine
that ensures coherence, progression, and rich opportunities for cultural and emotional enrichment.
Texts are thoughtfully chosen to both reflect the lived experiences of our students and expand their
worldviews, fostering empathy and critical thinking.

Instruction is tailored through scaffolding, modelling, and purposeful task design, drawing on evidence-
based principles from cognitive science, including the work of Rosenshine and Fiorella & Mayer. This
ensures that every lesson is accessible, intellectually stimulating, and appropriately challenging for all
learners.

The format of the lessons is:

Vocabulary Fluency % _ task

A 4 4 A A

It is important to note that this policy is written to reflect the fractional curriculum offer of this
pathway. Dependent on a student's prior educational experiences, refinements or adaptations may be
made to the curriculum content using the programmes of study to ensure it remains appropriate and
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responsive to their individual needs and circumstances.

Overview of units of study:
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Overview of units of study: Table
Autumn Spring Summer
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Assessment and Outcomes

Formative assessment will be completed on an ongoing basis to inform practice and to identify any
further fluency and comprehension difficulties that may otherwise have not been identified via the RT
induction
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Formative assessment is embedded throughout all aspects of Reading teaching. Teachers continuously
monitor students’ progress in reading fluency, vocabulary acquisition, and comprehension through a
range of activities, discussions, and observations. These ongoing assessments provide immediate
feedback and inform responsive teaching. Progress is tracked systematically, and assessment data is
used diagnostically to support reintegration, personalised support, and sustained progression. The
intended outcomes of the curriculum extend beyond measurable reading gains to include enhanced
confidence, creativity, cultural awareness, and self-expression. Assessment data is used both to
evaluate individual student progress and to inform broader curriculum development and instructional
practice.

Reading and the Wider Curriculum

Our Reading curriculum is designed not only to develop pupils’ literacy and communication skills but
also to deepen their understanding of the world and prepare them for life beyond the classroom.
Through carefully curated texts and thematically rich units, we embed British Values, including
democracy, individual liberty, mutual respect, and tolerance, into literary exploration and classroom
dialogue.

Spiritual, Moral, Social, and Cultural (SMSC) development is interwoven throughout the curriculum.
Students are encouraged to reflect on moral dilemmas, engage with diverse cultural perspectives,
participate in meaningful social discussions, and explore spiritual themes within literature. These
experiences foster empathy, ethical awareness, and a sense of global citizenship.

By exposing pupils to a broad spectrum of voices, genres, and contexts, we actively build their cultural
capital, equipping them with the knowledge, critical thinking skills, and emotional intelligence needed
to navigate and contribute to modern society with confidence, compassion, and integrity.

Careers education is meaningfully embedded throughout the Reading curriculum to help students
make connections between their learning and the world of work. This is achieved through:

e Exposure to a range of texts and genres that reflect different career paths, and industries.

e Development of key employability skills such as communication, critical thinking, analysis,
presentation, and collaboration—skills that are essential across all career sectors.

e Literature spine that explores themes of ambition, identity, and societal roles, encouraging
students to reflect on their own aspirations and values.
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e Targeted support and differentiation to help students understand how reading skills apply to
specific vocational pathways, including media, law, education, publishing, and business.



