
KS2 Building Pathway 22/23 (Y5/6)  
 

Learning Themes 

 Cycle A (19 weeks) Cycle B (19 weeks)  

 Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5 Unit 6 

Topic theme What a Wonderful World Destination outer space Scavengers and settlers All creatures great and small 

 

Ideas and imagination  Groovy Greeks 

 

   

 
 

  

Driving 

Question 

Where is the wonder in the 

wonderful world? 

What planet could we live on? 

 

Were the Vikings really Vicious? How similar are animals and 

humans? 

Who dunnit? 

 

Who let the gods out? 

Writing 

Literature 

Spine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topical 

Literature 

Spine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

King of the Cloud Forests 

Michael Morpurgo 

 
Earth is Big 

Steve Tomecek & Marcos Farina 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic: 

Illumanatomy 
Ms. Kate Davies & Carnovsky 

 

See Inside Your Body 
Katie Daynes & Colin King 

 

The Ultimate Book of Planet Earth 
– Annie-Sophie Baumann, Didier 
Balivcevic 

 

 

 

 

Poems from a Green and Blue Planet 

Sabrina Mahfouz 

 

The Complete Guide to Space 

Exploration (Lonley Planet Kids): Ben 

Hubbard 

 

T’was the night before Christmas 

 

The Jamie Drake Equation – 

Christopher Edge 

 

 

Topic: 

Paper World: Planet Earth 

Ruth Symons & Bomboland 

 

Dr Maggie's Grand Tour of the Solar 
System 
Dr Maggie Aderin-Pocock 

 
 

 

How to be a Hero – Cat Weldon 

(local author) 

 

The Saga of Erik the Viking 

Terry Jones & Michael Foreman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic: 

 
Physics for Curious Kids: an 

illustrated Introduction to energy, 

forces, matter and our universe –

Laura Baker, Alex Forster 

 

Beginner's Guide to Electricity and 
Magnetism – Gill Arbuthnott 

 

Viking Voyages  

Jack Tite 

 

The Little Book of North American 

Animals: A Guide to North America's 

Mammals, Reptiles, Amphibians, and 

More: 3 (Little Library of Natural 

History) 

 

South America (Endangered 

Animals) 

 

Grimm's Fairy Tales (Illustrated) 

by Jacob Grimm, Wilhelm Grimm, et 

al. 

 

 

Topic: 

The Variety of Life: Nicola Davies 

by Nicola Davies and Lorna Scobie 

 

 

 

Holes 
Louis Sachar 
 

Millions 
Frank Cottrell Boyce & Steven 
Lenton 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic: 
Physics for Curious Kids: an 

illustrated Introduction to energy, 

forces, matter and our universe –

Laura Baker, Alex Forster 

 

A Photographic View of Crime and 
Punishment (Past in Pictures) 
Alex Woolf 
 
Crime and Punishment through the 
ages (Collins Big Cat) – Grant Bage 
 

Mark of the Cyclops: The Ancient 

Greek Mysteries 

Saviour Pirotta & Freya Hartas 

 

Who Let the Gods Out? 

Maz Evans 

 

Great Greece – fun poems for kids 

about ancient Greece KS2 (all) 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic: 

Greek Gods & Heroes 

Sylvie Baussier & Almasty 

 

Amazing Materials, Solids, Liquids 

an Gases (Science is everywhere) 

– Rob Colson. 

 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Grimms-Fairy-Tales-Illustrated-Jacob/dp/1909115835/ref=sr_1_14?crid=23AGRV1LAERGN&keywords=grimms+fairytales&qid=1647365324&sprefix=grimms+fairytales%2Caps%2C172&sr=8-14
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Variety-Life-Nicola-Davies/dp/1444931199/ref=sr_1_1?crid=338NVE5F4GCPD&keywords=the+variety+of+life&qid=1647365395&sprefix=the+variety+of+life%2Caps%2C147&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lorna-Scobie/e/B01BU44LS6?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1&qid=1647365395&sr=8-1


Guided 

Reading 

Literature 

Spine  

(see RT 

literature spine 

for thematic 

map) 

• Rise Up by Amanda Li The Lost Thing by Shaun Tan  

 

• Greek Myths  by Marcia Williams  

 

• The Wolves of Currampaw by William Grill 

 

• Climaterebels by Ben Lerwill  

 

• The great foodbank heist by Onjali Q Rauf  

 

• The Journey by Francesca Sanna  

 

• Break the Mould by Sinead Burke 

 

• The boy who met a whale by Nizrana Farook 

 

• Girl Savage by Katherine Rundell 

 

• A Kind of Spark by Elle McNicoll 

 

• Emotional Menagerie – A study of poems 

 

Writing genre Short Story  

 

Newspaper 

 

 

Non-chronological report  

 

Poetry 

 

Diary entry 

 

Newspaper 

 

Non-chronological report 

 

Grimms Brother Fairy Tales 

 

Instructional writing 

 

Formal letters / Persuasive Letters  

Autobiography / biography  

 

Poetry 

 

 

 

Maths Unit 

 

Daily 5 to 

support 

calculation/pla

ce value 

Place Value (x4 

weeks) 

 

 

 

 

Addition and 

Subtraction (x 

3 week) 

 

 

 

Multiplication and 

division (x3 

weeks) 

 

 

Fraction – 

equivalents 

 

Addition and 

subtraction  

(x2 fractions) 

 

Place value (x1 

week) 

 

Fractions (x2 

week) 

 

 

Time (x1 week) 

Time 

(x1week) 

 

Measurement 

and money (x2 

weeks) 

Place Value (x2 

weeks) 

 

Addition and 

Subtraction - 

number bonds 

(x1 week) 

 

Addition and 

Subtraction (x 2 

week) 

 

Multiplication 

(x10,100,100 

1 week) 

 

Multiplication 

and division (x3 

weeks) 

 

Fraction – 

equivalents 

Addition and 

subtraction  

(x2 weeks) 

 

Place value (x1 

week) 

 

Fractions (x2 

week) 

 

 

Time (x1 week) 

Time 

(x1week) 

 

Measurement 

and money (x2 

weeks) 

Science Animals Including Humans 

Human Body – Circulatory System 

(Y6) 

Earth and Space 

(Y5) 

Electricity  

(Y6) 

Living Things and their Habitats 

Animal life cycles and reproduction 

(Y5/6) 

 

Forces & Magnets 

(Y5) 

Properties and Changes in 

Materials  

(Y5) 

 

PSHE Living in a Wider World  

 

British Value (Rule of Law and 

Democracy) 

Health and Wellbeing  

 

British Values (Respect and 

Tolerance) 

 

Sex and Relationship 

 

British Value (Individual Liberty) 

Living in a Wider World  

 

British Value (Rule of Law and 

Democracy) 

Health and Wellbeing  

 

British Values (Respect and 

Tolerance) 

 

Sex and Relationship 

 

British Value (Individual Liberty) 

RE Hinduism  

 

Christianity (Christmas Story and the 

Bible) 

Islam Christianity  

(The Crucifixion) 

Sikhism  Buddhism / Humanism 

Art Drawing 

 

 

Artists – Julian Opie / Henry 

Moore 

 

Arts & Crafts 

Sculpture 

 

Artists – Alberto Giacometti / Antony 

Gormley. 

 

 

Painting 

 

 

Artists – Alfred Wallis 

 

Drawing 

 

 

Artists – Henry Moore 

 

Painting 

 

 

Artists – Frida Kahlo 

 

 

Arts & Crafts 

Sculpture 

 

Artists 

 

Humanities  Locational knowledge   - 

Longitude and Latitude  

 

Human and physical geography –  

Earthquakes, volcanoes, mountains, 

rivers, coasts  

Vikings Place Knowledge – North/South 

America  

Crime and Punishment Ancient Greece 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


